St. Anne’s C.E. (VC) Primary School
“Making Learning a Life Long Friend”
22nd May, 2018
FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE PERSON WITH PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
RE

;

FREE SCHOOL MEALS

We want to make sure that we are providing your child with the best education and support
we can. Healthy school food has obvious health benefits and can help pupils establish healthy
habits for life. Healthy school food can also help to improve pupils’ readiness to learn.
You may be aware that the government introduced a scheme whereby all Reception, Year One
and Year Two children would receive a free school meal every day.
A substantial part of any school’s budget has previously been influenced by the number of
parents who claim Free School Meal entitlement. However, due to this initiative, schools are
very concerned that parents on low income will no longer register for the entitlement as they
do not see the need with this new initiative.
We would like to remind you that if you are what the government terms ‘on low income’ your
child qualifies for free school meals. Students don’t have to take our meals if they don’t want
to but, if they are on our Free School Meals register, then they qualify for all sorts of other
financial benefits throughout the year. Governors at St Anne’s have made the decision to
subsidise substantially the cost of residential visits and music lessons for Free School Meal
children regardless of age.

When a student is on our Free Meals register, the school

receives extra money for that student which has to be spent only on the education of free
meal students. This extra money is called the Pupil Premium and its purpose is to ensure that
children from low income families are not at a financial disadvantage during their education
as a result of home circumstances.
Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for free school meals. Your child is
eligible for free school meals if you’re in receipt of one of the following benefits:


Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be
less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) Income
Support



Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance



Income-related Employment and Support Allowance



Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999



The guarantee element of Pension Credit



Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an
annual gross income of no more than £16,190)



Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than
£16,190

Registering for free meals could also raise an extra £1,320 for St Anne’s to fund valuable
support like extra tuition, additional teaching staff or after school activities.
This additional money is available from central government for every child whose parent is
receiving one of the benefits listed above.
To check if your child is eligible, we need information about you and your child. Please
complete this form and return to your child’s school by Friday, 8th June. Alternatively, you
can call into the School Office and we will help you complete the necessary forms.
How the information in this form will be used
The information you provide in this form will be used by the council to confirm receipt of one
of the listed welfare benefits. Once this is confirmed, this helps to decide how much money
your child’s school will receive each year.
The information will also be used in relation to pupils in Year 3 or above to decide whether
they are eligible for free school meals.
You only need to complete this form once and it will last for the duration of your child’s time
at their current school. You should contact the school or local authority if you have a change
in financial circumstances.
We are committed to ensuring that the personal and sensitive information that we hold about
you is protected and kept safe and secure, and we have measures in place to prevent the loss,
misuse or alteration of your personal information. We will use the information you provide to
assess entitlement to free school meals. The information may also be shared with other
Council departments to offer benefits and services.
Yours sincerely,

Mr. E. Hobson
Headteacher
St Anne’s C.E (V.C.) Primary School, Brown Edge, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire ST6 8TA
Telephone Number: 01782 503102

headteacher@st-annes-brownedge.staffs.sch.uk
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FAMILY INCOME AND BENEFIT DETAILS
If you receive any of the benefits listed below, please place an X in this box.


Income Support



Income-based Jobseekers Allowance



Income-related Employment and Support Allowance



Support from NASS under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999



the guarantee element of Pension Credit



Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit)



Working Tax Credit run-on



Universal Credit.

Universal Credit - If you are in receipt of Universal Credit, is your net earned family
income over £7,400 per year? (Please place an X in the appropriate box).
Your net earned income is your household income after taxes and deductions. It does not
include income through Universal Credit or other benefits that you may receive.
Yes

No

Unsure

Child Tax Credit - If you are in receipt of Child Tax Credit, is your joint gross annual
income over £16,190 per year? (Please place an X in the appropriate box).
Your joint gross income is your household income before taxes are taken into account.
Yes

No

Unsure

If you’re not sure whether you receive one of the listed benefits, or what your household
income is, but you would still like us to check whether your child is eligible for free school
meals, please place an X in this box.
DECLARATION
The information I have given on this form is complete and accurate. I understand that my
personal information is held securely and will be used only for local authority purposes. I
agree to the local authority using this information to process my application for free school
meals.

I also agree to notify the local authority in writing of any change in my family’s

financial circumstances as set out in this form.
Signed: __________________________________________________ Date: _______
Please Print Name: ____________________________

Contact No: _____________

Thank you for completing this form and helping to make sure your child’s school is as
well funded as possible.

