St. Anne’s C.E. (VC) Primary School
“Together with God, Making Learning a Life Long Friend”
We aspire to be guided in all that we do by our inclusive Christian ethos. We are enthusiastic about life-long learning and share
wisdom in serving each other and our world. We encourage all to live lives of hope and aspiration, inspired through acquiring new
skills and attributes. Dignity and respect are at the heart of our school.

29th April, 2022
FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE PERSON WITH PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
RE

;

YEAR 5 AND YEAR 6 SOCIAL MEDIA PLAFORMS

Over the course of the year, we as a school have become increasingly concerned regarding
some of the children in Year 5 and Year 6 using Social Media platforms on their mobile
telephones. All of the social media platforms that the children are using have age guidance
ratings above the age of a Year 6 pupil.
These can be found below:






Snapchat 13+
WhatsApp 16+
Tik Tok 13+
Instagram 13+
Twitter 13+

We are particularly concerned about the children’s use of Snapchat where ‘snaps’ (messages)
are only displayed for 10 seconds before disappearing. In our experience we have found that
some children are sending ‘snaps’ that they would never repeat verbally and these are causing
distress to the receivers. More information on Snapchat can be found at the foot of this letter.
Moving forward, we would ask that you carefully monitor your child’s use of social media and
we, as a school, would urge you to not allow your child to access the social media platforms
(particularly Snap Chat) because in our experiences we are finding that this platform is causing
distress with a lot of children, which is being brought into school and affecting the children’s
well-being and education.
There is a wealth of social media platforms that are designed for children. Instead I would
urge you to consider these platforms if you wish your child to access social media. These can
be found here https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-networks-made-for-kids/
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More information regarding the social media platforms can be found on our school website at
https://www.st-annes-brownedge.staffs.sch.uk/_files/ugd/cac643_e002c72442a847a8a6d1c1cd7b3b6844.pdf

and there is also a wealth of further support for parents on these pages.

Being a parent in the digital age that we live in is not easy, nor is keeping up with the advances
in social media and online. However, should you require support or advice, we as a school are
more than willing to support where we can.
Kind regards,

Mr. E. Hobson
Headteacheer
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