
 
Knowledge Organiser: Battles Before Britain  

 Key Vocabulary: 

 

Key Figures 
King Alfred the Great (AD 849-899): Alfred 

did a lot of great things for England 
including defeating the Vikings in 

several battles. 

 

Athelstan (AD 927 -939) – First King to 

unite English kingdoms    

Guthrum  (AD 879-890) – King of the 

Vikings in  

Danelaw at the time of the treaty with 

the Saxons  

King Canute (AD 995-1035): Viking King of 

England, Denmark and Norway.   

Edward the Confessor (AD 1042-1055) – 

penultimate Saxon King of England 

(before Harold II who lost at Hastings)  

William the Conqueror (AD 1028-1087): 

Became King of England in 1066 after 

winning in the Battle of Hastings. 

 

 

 

 

 
  Key Areas of Life as a Viking 

Farming- pigs, cows and sheep for milk, meat and wool 

Houses- walls made from wood or stone, straw roofs, wattle 

and daub on the inside 

Jewellery – worn to show wealth 

Sagas- stories told through song about adventures and 

battles 

 

 


